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by these changes, but we 

need to be aware that these 

will impact on a number of 

our clients. 

 

I also attended a fascinating 

morning run by Age Concern 

entitled ñGrowing old in 

Cambridgeshire.ò A review 

had been commissioned to 

look at the quality of life in 

rural areas, and although the 

results were no surprise, they 

highlighted the particular 

difficulties for older people.  

In late middle age and on 

retirement a number of peo-

ple move to the countryside 

for the peace and quiet of a 

rural environment, so there is 

a higher percentage of older 

people in rural villages than 

towns; but when car driving 

becomes a challenge, the 

lack of facilities locally leads 

to isolation and all the diffi-

culties which follow from 

that.  It made me more aware 

than ever of the importance 

of what we do, in going out 

to people where they need 

the service and keeping the 

villages going as viable 

places for older people to 

live independent lives. 

 

I have been asked to join a 

forum of deaf charities 

As most of you will know by 

now, Sue Magee has retired 

(although she is still to be 

seen at stalls and events 

wearing the CAMTAD sash 

and promoting our service).   

The Trustees join me in say-

ing an enormous thank you 

to her for the endless hard 

work she has put into CAM-

TAD over the years, and her 

willingness to always go that 

extra mile. She has given far 

more than we can repay her 

for.   

 

James Jefferson has joined us 

and is now proving invalu-

able with his knowledge of 

computer systems and all 

things IT. We now have the 

new computers installed and 

up and running in the office.  

These will help us to keep 

records which we now need 

to supply to all our funders, 

and save on paper as we can 

store information without 

keeping lots of copies.  It 

may take a little while for us 

to get used to, as we develop 

the new systems we want to 

use. One of the first changes 

will be using the publishing 

programme, as you can see 

from the new look of this 

newsletter. 

 

We are still looking for an 

assistant for James to work 

two mornings a week, and 

will be advertising for this 

post in December.  In the 

meantime, volunteers have 

kindly agreed to help out in 

the office, and I am espe-

cially grateful to Veronica 

Greenwood, Jill Hall and Sue 

Imrie for their support. 

For me, these last two 

months have been packed 

with meetings as there are 

major changes taking place 

in the way statutory bodies 

fund the services which they 

support. The Cambridge 

Compact is a set of guide-

lines which the statutory and 

not-for-profit sectors have 

agreed to follow to overcome 

the difficulties of what may, 

in the past, have been a con-

frontational and hostile rela-

tionship.  The result is that 

we are being invited to com-

ment on and are consulted by 

the Disability Services on a 

wide range of issues in future 

planning. Much thought is 

going into the change to ñself

-directedò support, whereby 

the social services will pro-

vide those who qualify for 

care with a personal budget 

to spend as they choose with 

any supplier.  

 

There is a great deal of con-

cern about how vulnerable 

people will be able to cope 

with the added responsibility 

of choice. At present, CAM-

TAD is not directly effected 
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Dates for  

Your diary 

24 Decemberð4 Jan 09 

CAMTAD office closed 

for Christmas. 
 

Saturday 28 March 09 

Barn Dance: 7:30pm-

11:30pm at Bluntisham 

Village Hall. Tickets on 

sale from December on-

wards. 

Famous Quotes 

ñKindness, a language 

deaf people can hear and 

blind see.ò Mark Twain 

(American Humorist, 

and Writer) 

ñThe problem is not that 

the (deaf) students do not 

hear. The problem is that 

the hearing world does 

not listen.ò Rev Jesse L. 

Jackson (American Civil 

Rights Activist) 

ñI have always thought it 

would be a blessing if 

each person could be 

blind and deaf for a few 

days during his early 

adult life. Darkness 

would make him appre-

ciate sight; silence would 

teach him the joys of 

sound.ò - Helen Keller 

(Blind and Deaf Ameri-

can Author and Educa-

tor) 

CAMTAD  

 NEWSLETTER  



P A G E  2  

The village hall in Bluntisham 

 
hosted by RNID, where we 

will informally be discuss-

ing issues that affect us all.  

The first point that has 

been raised is how to en-

sure that training for all 

organisations is of a simi-

lar standard, and I am 

pleased to be able to pro-

mote our training for vol-

unteers as one of the most 

thorough in the country.  I 

will also be able to ensure, 

through this forum, that 

our DVD gets maximum 

coverage nationwide. 

 

The training course in Oc-

tober was the first we have 

run in the Bluntisham Vil-

lage Hall, which proved a 

convenient venue, although 

the acoustics were poor.    

We were fortunate to have 

Bill Morris to talk about 

tinnitus and Marion 

Thubron told her own story 

about how she became 

deaf and acquired her hear-

ing dog.  At the last session 

we had two hearing dogs 

with us, both of which 

were great assets to the 

event. 

 

Loops are still on the 

agenda and Sue Hempstead 

has been to Boots in Cam-

bridge town centre to dis-

cuss their needs.  If anyone 

notices that loops are not 

working, please tell me, as  

we can write and draw this 

to the attention of the store 

managers and hopefully 

get improvements.  It is a 

message that needs con-

stant reiteration. 

 

I will be away in hospital 

and then recovering from 

my hip replacement opera-

tion during December, so 

please be patient as we will 

be short staffed. Hopefully 

by next March when we 

have a Barn Dance, I will 

be able to hop about.   

 

DVD News 
 

We now have the DVDs in 

the office and are planning 

a launch in early March.  

We are employing a mar-

keting specialist to contact 

the various companies that 

might be able to include it 

in their training pro-

gramme for staff who deal 

with the public. Interest 

has been shown in it al-

ready by Cambridge Re-

gional College and Rid-

geons Independent Living 

Centre. We are getting 

covers printed with our 

details, but other deaf 

charities could replace the 

cover with information of 

their own. If anyone has 

time to come to the office 

to watch it, please give 

Frances or James a call for 

a demonstration. 

 

 
When I saw this event ad-

vertised last year, to take 

place in Cumberland, and I 

recognized Caroline Tay-

lorôs name, she is now 

Caroline Bickerton the 

former Cambridge social 

worker for the deaf ï I 

asked the Lakeland Team 

if they would bring their 

Act to Cambridge.  I was 

told ñYes, if you will help 

promote itò. 

 

I was glad I did.  Caroline, 

Jen Musgrave and Ann 

Blair put on an excellent 

Holistic Therapies Event at 

Bishop Woodford House in 

Ely, from 7 to 9 Novem-

ber. Nine participants were 

residential and six more 

attended for the Saturday 

only. 

 

Todayôs pace of life leaves 

no time to relax and un-

wind; the additional 

stresses of hearing loss and 

tinnitus do mean that extra 

care must be taken.   The 

event informed, advised 

and demonstrated how best 

to cope in the circum-

stances. 

 

Breathing and stretching 

exercises, even an intro-

duction to Yoga for the 

hardy ones (before break-

fast on Sunday! )  massage 

routines on ourselves or a 

partner, to relax the mus-

cles and aromatherapy and 

instruction on the use of 

essential oils for health 

care, were all included in 

the programme ï also a 

chance to offload in a 

counselling session with 

Caroline who has a Di-

ploma in Counselling and 

is an MBACP. 

 

The venue was excellent 

with good fresh home 

cooked food and comfort-

able and attractive confer-

ence facilities. 
 

Continued on next page... 

More Famous 

Quotes 

ñWhat matters deafness 

of the ears when the 

mind hears? The one 

true deafness, the incur-

able deafness, is that of 

the mindò Victor Hugo  

(French romantic Poet, 

Novelist and Dramatist) 

ñDeafness has left me 

acutely aware of both 

the duplicity that lan-

guage is capable of and 

the many expressions 

the body cannot hide.ò 

T e r r y  G a l l o w a y  

(American Performance 

Artist)  

ñOne of the best hear-

ing aids a man can have 

i s  a n  a t t e n t i v e 

wife.ò  Groucho Marx  

(American Comedian, 

Actor and Singer) 

ñSince I came to the 

White House, I got two 

hearing aids, a colon 

operation, skin cancer, 

a prostate operation, 

and I was shot. The 

damn thing is I've never 

felt better in my 

life.ò  Ronald Reagan  

(Americaôs 40th US 

President) 

ñI have unwittingly 

helped to invent and 

refine a type of music 

that makes its principal 

components deaf. Hear-

ing loss is a terrible 

thing because it cannot 

be repaired.ò Pete 

Townsend  (Musician 

and Writer) 
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This I felt was a ñTasterò and 

should become a regular event in 

Cambridgeshire!  Every partici-

pant took home an excellent man-

ual of information to continue 

their therapies at home for con-

tinuing benefit. 

 

The lasting impression I have is 

of the willingness of the Lakeland 

Team to do their utmost to help us 

all and that despite the wide range 

of deafness there were no prob-

lems in communication;  the ñfeel 

goodò factor was soon experi-

enced. 
 

We are very grateful for the grant 

we received from the Cambridge-

shire Community Foundation 

which paid for the Speech-to-Text 

interpreterôs services for the 

whole weekend. 
 

Article by Avril Dring 

  

When I travelled to the U.S.A. by 

Delta Airlines in September, I 

discovered they no longer lend the   

old headset-type instruments for 

watching films and listening to 

music. Instead, they provided 

cheap-and-cheerful in-the-ear 

earphones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I found these were not strong 

enough for my use, and I could 

therefore not hear any of the films 

shown on the flights 
 

I was not so disappointed about 

not being able to hear the music, 

as it was nearly all pop, and they 

no longer provide a classical 

channel. 
 

I would therefore suggest to any-

one with more than mild hearing 

loss, who is flying on a long jour-

ney, to check what facilities the 

airline has for the in-flight enter-

tainment, and, if necessary, take 

their own headphones which they 

can use with their hearing aids. 

 

Article by Veronica Greenwood 

Down 
 
 
 

1 Dominion (8) 

2 Kingdom (5) 

3 Customer (6) 

4 Outlaw (6) 

5 Habituate (8) 

6 Mesmerically influential person  

(8) 

7 Constant readers (9) 

8 Painter (6) 

14 Examinee (9) 

15 Fish (3) 

16 Storyteller (8) 

17 Relating to time (8) 

18 Knowledgeable (8) 

21 Counterbalance (6) 

22 Power (6) 

23 Immediate (6) 

26 Resort in Florida (5) 

 

 

 
Answers on page 4 

Across 
 
 
 

 

1 Poem expressing emotions (5) 

4 Alloy of copper and zinc (5) 

7 Snake (3) 

9 Straighten again (7) 

10 Cigar (7) 

11 Branch of linguistics concerned 

with meaning (9) 

12 Official robes (5) 

13 Impatient desire (4) 

15 Apprehends (7) 

17 Male cat (3) 

19 Massaged (7) 

20 Second-hand (4) 

24 Member of religious order (5) 

25 Wide (9) 

27 Person signalling beginning of 

race (7) 

28 Flourishing excessively (7) 

29 Obligation (3) 

30 Mass meeting (5) 

31 Position of bronze medal winner 

(5) 




